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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
First, I would like to extend a very warm welcome to those of you who joined our School 
community in September, at the beginning of the school year.  I trust your child has settled 
into School life and is enjoying their time with us.   The years spent at Primary School are 
formative and extremely important.  It is during these years that the building blocks for 
future learning are laid.  In line with the national curriculum and new Ofsted framework, our 
teachers work hard to deliver a broad and balanced curriculum to ensure your child has 
the best possible start in their education.   Equally important to us is the happiness and 
well-being of every child.  The children in our school must feel safe and secure and know 
that that they can always talk in confidence to their teacher if they have any worries or 
concerns.  Likewise, if you as Parents/Carers have any concerns, please do make an 
appointment to speak to your child's teacher.   Our Headteacher, Mrs Barber, is in the 
school playground every morning as the children arrive for school, and is always happy to 
speak to you if you should so wish. 
 
Just as the care and well-being of all our children is important to everyone in School, so 
too as Governors is the well-being of our staff.    To clarify what you can expect from the 
School and what the School expects from Parents/Carers, we have a Parent Protocol 
which we ask all Parents/Carers to read, sign and return to School.   I will briefly mention 
one item in the Parent Protocol that can cause a problem, and that is Unauthorised 
Absence.   If you take your child(ren) out of school in term time for a family holiday this will 
count as an Unauthorised Absence and you will be fined by the Local Authority.  This is 
because children are legally required to attend school in term time.   As Governors we are 
getting more and more requests from parents to authorise these absences.  This we 
cannot do legally or morally - it is not up to us to judge if a particular holiday is within the 
category of extraordinary circumstances.  In the interest of fairness and equality the 
Governing Board made the unanimous decision not to sanction any holidays in term time, 
we do empathise with you and trust you will understand. 
 
As always school is very busy with lots going on.    This year the School has joined the 
Eco School Charity.  This is a worldwide charity that has, according to statistics, 
19.5million pupils all around the world.  The aim of the charity is to help Schools work for 
the good of the environment.  We have an ECO committee with one representative from 
each class.  The committee will meet once every half term.  Their first task will be to draw 
up an Environmental Action Plan for our School which will eventually lead to the school 
becoming a Green Flag School.   I think this a brilliant initiative as it is one of the most 
important topics facing the whole world, and the more our children learn about it the better 
it is for our planet.   I will report on our progress in my next newsletter. 
 
In September Year 6 visited the Eden Camp, a trip they all enjoy.  Later that month on the 
27th the annual Macmillan coffee morning was held, many thanks to all who supported 
this.   We were delighted that the Cornerstones curriculum parents evening on the 17th 
October was attended by over 200 Parents/Carers.   It is very encouraging for the staff 
when Parents attend events held at school, your involvement in your child's education is 



 

 

vitally important.   We trust you found the evening really worthwhile and would be 
interested to hear if there are any other events you would like organising. 
 
The 25th October was an INSET Day and the entire School staff attended for a full day 
training session on Autism.   The training was carried out by an external professional 
trainer with a vast wealth of knowledge and experience in Autism and was excellent.    
 
In November Year 5 visited a tropical butterfly house which linked with the topic they were 
studying on ‘Bugs’.   On Sunday 10th November several Year 6 children the HT, a 
Teacher and a Governor walked with the Remembrance Day parade to the Parish Church.  
During the service the children recited War poems, some of which they had written 
themselves, and laid a wreath at the memorial.  The poems though sad, were beautiful 
and the children performed them with great respect.  We were extremely proud of them.   
The following day both year 6 classes took part in a Memorial concert in school where 
every child took part in reciting poetry associated with the world wars.   Their 
Parents/Carers had been invited and many of them managed to attend.  Following the 
memorial poems, the whole school silently filed out into the playground and at 11.00am, 
Rev Colin Pearson led the school in the Act of Remembrance, with Alison Parker playing 
the last post.  It is always a very moving service and the children, especially Year 6 who 
study the two world wars, understand the significance. We are always grateful when 
parents attend special events at school.  We fully understand how difficult it can be 
arranging to attend as so many of you have work commitments, thank you all.     
 
The 12th November was Parents evening for Year Reception to Year 6.   This was well 
attended and a parent questionnaire given out to all attendees on the night, showed a high 
level of satisfaction with the evening.  There were a few complaints regarding having to 
wait as some of the appointments were running late.  We will look at this problem before 
the next Parents evening and try to rectify this issue.    
 
Year 4 have been to White Hall on a residential trip which was thoroughly enjoyed by all 
despite some wet weather.  It really is a hugely popular trip, for some of the children it is 
the first time they have spent time away from their family and they come back absolutely 
full of confidence and enthusiasm which is lovely to see. 
 
The PTA organised the annual School Christmas Fair on 5th December - very many 
thanks to the PTA for the work they put into organising this popular event.  We are always 
looking for ways to raise funds for the school to provide extra playground equipment etc.  If 
anyone has a good idea or would like to join the PTA please have a word with Mrs Barber. 
 
Now we are getting deeper into December there is much excitement as Christmas is 
coming and we have shepherds and wise men rehearsing for the Nativity Plays.  You will 
so enjoy the plays especially if you have a little one taking part.   They have a real magic 
of their own and portray the meaning of Christmas so well.   It is a fabulous way to start to 
celebrate Christmas with its message to the world of Joy and Peace for all people. 
 
As I walk around our School it never ceases to amaze me just how much creative talent 
our children and teachers have.  We have some beautiful displays around the school done 
by the children on the topics they are learning about.   Everyone in school works tirelessly 
to ensure your child gets the chance to achieve their full potential.  Walking round our 
School gives me real hope for the future.   If any of you are able volunteer to help in 
school, or on the school trips please do speak to your child's teacher. 



 

 

On the 19th December we are holding the School Carol Service starting at 9.15 at the 
Methodist Church.   Please do attend if you can - if you haven't seen 400+ children 
pretending to be donkeys you have really missed a very special moment.  On Sunday 
22nd December at 4.00pm our School Choir will be leading the Carol Service at the Parish 
Church of St. Thomas Becket.   Our School Choir is going from strength to strength and I 
know they would appreciate your support at this service. 
 
It just remains for me, on behalf of everyone at our amazing school, to thank you for your 
support and to wish you all a Wonderful Christmas and may 2020 bring Peace and much 
Happiness. 
 

Julia Ralphs - Chair of Governors 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


