
Year 4 - Autumn 1 Newsletter – 
Traders and Raiders 

 

 
Who’s that waving axes and brandishing swords? It’s the Saxons invading 

Britain’s shores!  

During this half term, we’ll start by making sturdy boats to sail the ocean’s fearsome waves. We’ll write 

reports as an onlooker who witnessed the Saxons’ landing, and we’ll find out about key dates. Using online 

maps, we’ll plot the location of Roman shore forts and draw our own sketch maps. We’ll make models of 

Saxon weaponry, homes and jewellery and carefully carve runes using clay tools. When we learn about the 

Legend of King Arthur, we’ll retell the story, and write character portraits about Alfred the Great. We’ll write 

poems praising King Olaf, making sure they are complimentary, and learn about the everyday lives of the 

Saxons and Vikings. Using maps, we’ll identify the places where the invaders came from and locate viking 

invasion sites. We’ll research Viking beliefs and take part in a scrumptious Viking feast. At the end of the 

project, we’ll reflect on what it would have been like to be a child during these troubled times and invite you 

to a Saxon and Viking art exhibition.  

 

ILP = Imaginative Learning Project 

 
P.E/Swimming  
We will have Swimming on a Monday afternoon and PE on a Friday afternoon. Please ensure that 

your child has both indoor and outdoor kits in school with a PE T-Shirt that is the colour of their 

house team. Please ensure that earrings are removed on PE days or that your child has plasters 

to cover their earrings. 

 
Homework 
We will no longer be setting topic homework as we recognise the amount of precious family time 
that homework takes to complete. We would however, love you to continue with the daily reading, 
spellings and Times Tables Rock Star practise. Year 4 have been chosen to be tested nationally 
on their times tables, so we really need to prioritise this! If however, you would like to do 
something related to the topic, we will be putting some ideas for you on Class Dojo. We would be 
delighted to see any homework that has been completed.  
 
The children have settled extremely well in to Year 4 and they have made a great start to our 
topic. If you need to get hold of a teacher, either pop in at the end of the day or use Class Dojo.  
Many thanks for your continued support so far! 
 
Mrs Tansley, Mrs Houghton and Mrs Jones 


