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THE CREATIVE CURRICULUM 
 

 

Introduction 
The driving force behind the design of this curriculum was the publication in 
2009 of the Cambridge Review of Primary Education. A long-standing 
frustration with a separate subject, knowledge-based approach to curriculum 
planning held by the staff at the school was reflected in this document, which 
recommended: 
 
 

- A new primary curriculum which: ….. guarantees children’s entitlement 
to breadth, depth and balance, and to high standards in all the 
proposed domains, not just some of them;  

 
- That language ,literacy and oracy are paramount. 

 
- Extending the principles of teaching and learning in the foundation 

stage into key stage 1. 
 

- Winding up the primary national strategy and re-integrate literacy and 
numeracy with the rest of the curriculum. 

 
- Monitoring school and system performance through sample testing and 

make greater use of teacher assessment. 
 
 
A new topic-based curriculum was planned, piloted and reviewed from 
September 2009 until July 2011. September 2014 saw Literacy and Numeracy 
taught discreetly with a creative approach to other subjects. 
 
This document provides staff, governors and parents with details of the 
agreed curriculum for Chapel-en-le-Frith Primary School. It is important that 
this Curriculum Policy is read alongside the school’s Teaching and Learning 
Policy, which is in appendix 1. 
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AIMS FOR THE CREATIVE CURRICULUM 
 

 Planning of learning experiences is rigorous and thorough. It ensures continuity 
and progression.  

 

 Regular assessment for learning informs planning. 
 

 The children’s interests and needs are fundamental to planning decisions. It aims 
to stimulate children’s natural curiosity. 

 

 All activities are purposeful, meaningful, relevant, challenging yet achievable. 
 

 Some learning of basic skills is taught through the use of a regular repetition of 
key concepts/skills in short intensive teacher/TA-led sessions. 

 

 We provide a sharp and clear focus on children learning basic skills of reading, 
writing, numeracy and spoken communication. 

 

 Curriculum planning is driven by the development of skills, not the acquisition of 
knowledge. We teach our children the skills that they are going to need in the 
future rather than content that they are unlikely to need to recall. 

 

 Help our children to transfer skills between different areas of the curriculum in 
order to encourage flexibility and resourcefulness and to enable them to use their 
strengths in one area to overcome challenges in another. 

 

 A smooth transition exists between all 3 key stages. 
 

 The curriculum ensures that children enjoy their learning, and are active, 
motivated and enthusiastic learners. 

 

 The curriculum focuses on the depth and quality of the experience, not the 
quantity of the content delivered. 

 

 Our children know what they are learning and why; 
 

 Time is provided to engage, reflect and review – including peer and self-
evaluation. 

 

 The curriculum is enriched by the use of a wealth of relevant resources – in 
classrooms, outdoors, in the local community, and the wider area, including visits 
and visitors. 

 

 The curriculum permits our children to demonstrate their learning in different 
ways – not always pages in an exercise book, but photographs, posters, 
products, presentations, performances. 

 

 To raise standards of attainment in all subjects.  
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PLANNING  
THE CREATIVE CURRICULUM 

 
The Creative Curriculum operates throughout the school, from nursery to Year 6.  
Nursery and Reception follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, whilst 
the curriculum for Years 1 to 6 is based on the knowledge, skills and understanding 
detailed in the National Curriculum.  

 
Early Years Foundation Stage 

The Early Years Curriculum is based on the Statutory Framework for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. 12 termly topics are taught over the two years of the EYFS. Within 
each topic all 6 areas of learning are covered, taught either through whole-class 
teaching, group work or child-led activities.  
 

Key Stages 1 and 2 
 
Each year group plans up to six separate topics for the year; one for each term. 
However, the topics do not have to strictly adhere to these dates. Topics are cross-
curricular, although are largely driven by one subject. See appendix 2. Some are 
taught for 2 terms. 
 
Children are provided with one A4 exercise book for each topic. 
 
Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 
The prescribed knowledge, skills and understanding for each year group, taken from 
the National Curriculum, are detailed in appendix 2.  
 
Long Term Topic Plans 
These plans are based on the foundation stage 6 areas of learning and detail the 
skills required to be covered. These long term plans are designed to allow topic 
content to be changed at a teacher’s discretion, whilst ensuring that the important 
knowledge, skills and understanding remain. See appendix 3. 
 
Medium Term Plans 
Based on the long term plans, teachers prepare a detailed curriculum plan which 
covers all areas taught within the topic for the duration of that topic; usually one term. 
See appendix 4. 
 
Weekly Plans 
Teachers complete a weekly plan, based on a week’s class timetable, listing the 
subjects taught and the key objective. See appendix 4. 
 
 

SUBJECT AREAS IN THE CREATIVE CURRICULUM 
 
Topics, although cross-curricular in nature, are usually led by either science, history 
or geography skills and content. Links are made with the following subjects: 
 
English, especially writing 
Mathematics, in particular data handling and measure 
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Design and Technology, 
Music 
ICT 
Art 
Enterprise … one enterprise project to be completed each year.  
Forest Schools 
 
The aims and objectives for each subject taught through the Creative Curriculum are 
in appendix 5  
 
Although topic links can be made to all subjects, the following is taught as dedicated, 
discrete sessions: 
 

 Mathematics – Mathematics is taught daily although where relevant links 
can be made to the topic through data handling, position and measurement. 

 Aspects of English – phonics, guided reading and handwriting are taught 
as discrete subjects as they build up basic skills.  

 RE – in accordance with the school RE guidance, although links with topics 
have been made where appropriate. See appendix 6 

 PE -  see appendix 6 

 MFL – French is taught by the class teacher in key stage 1, years 3,4 and 5 
and by our specialist MFL teacher in Year 6 

    
 
 

ASSESSMENT OF THE CREATIVE CURRICULUM 
(see assessment policy) 

 
An EYFS Baseline assessment is completed for each child on entry to Early Years, 
with ongoing assessment through Year R. 
 
Standards of children’s learning in reading, writing and mathematics are assessed in 
accordance with the school’s assessment policy. 
 
Children’s understanding and attainment is assessed through a thorough marking of 
work, pupil discussions and self assessment.  
 
 

 
ENRICHMENT, VISITS AND THE WIDER COMMUNITY 

 
 Regular visits into the local community will be made to reinforce children’s 

learning about a topic. This may include visits to local streams, hill walks, local 
services such as the post office and train station, as well as performing traffic 
surveys and interviewing members of the public. 

  
 A maximum of 3 visits beyond the local community will be arranged to support 

the children’s learning each year. Examples of such visits will include 
museums, theatre, wildlife centres and contrasting localities. 

 
  Residential visits are planned for the children in years 4,5 and 6. 

 
 The use of the school’s grounds is also encouraged to further engage children 

in the topic and to extend their learning. 
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 Visitors to school are often used to provide the children with the opportunity to 

learn from other people’s experiences. Examples of visitors to support topics 
may include local police, fire and paramedics, school nurse, members of the 
Royal British Legion, religious leaders and theatre groups. 

 
 
 

RESOURCES 
 

Topics are supported with a topic box, which is kept in the PPA Room.  
 
We value experiences and people as resources, and use them as resources as 
frequently as possible.  
 
Further resources are located in the separate subject resource cupboards. 
 
The subject leader or creative curriculum co-ordinator is responsible for monitoring 
the use of resources, and arranging for replacements to be made, following the 
general school ordering procedures. Staff are asked to inform the subject leader if 
any resources are damaged or need replacing, and they are also asked to submit 
any resources to be added to existing stock. 
 
A resource map, showing the location of all subject resources, is in appendix 7. 
 
 
 

MONITORING AND REVIEW OF THE CREATIVE CURRICULUM 
 
The Creative Curriculum co-ordinator is responsible for monitoring and reviewing the 
Creative Curriculum on an annual basis. This process is achieved through: 
  

 regular formal and informal discussions with staff  

 observations of lessons  

 analysing assessment data  

 scrutiny of children’s work  

 monitoring planning to ensure curriculum coverage  

 collating data from staff, parent and children’s questionnaires.  

 speaking with the children about their learning. 

 careful evaluation of teaching. 
 
As a result of the above, topic plans may be amended. 
 
The curriculum will also be reviewed and amended should any new national 
curriculum or initiatives be introduced. 
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Appendix 5 
Subject Aims 

Art 

 To enable children to approach art in a positive manner developing their 
knowledge, skills and understanding of the subject. 

 

 To provide a stimulating art curriculum and develop their own ideas via 
observations, experience and imagination. 

 

 To teach the children a variety of processes, techniques and methods involved in 
art, in a progressive and continuous curriculum. 

 

 To enable all children to use a range of tools in the correct way. 
 

 To enable all children to be able to review and evaluate their work and the work 
of others. 

 

 To develop children’s knowledge and understanding of the work of artists and 

craftspeople from a variety of cultures and eras. 
 
 
Science 

 For children to know and understand the life processes of living things; 
 

 For children to know and understand the physical processes of materials, 
electricity, light, sound and natural forces; 

 

 For children to know about the nature of the solar system, including the earth; 
 

 To promote the learning of skills, understanding and key vocabulary through a 
scientific attitude to the solving of problems. 

 

 To develop the skills of experimenting, devising and carrying out 
investigations, making predictions, testing hypotheses and suggesting 
explanations by means of fair tests. 

 

 To communicate and record information following practical observations. 
 

 To promote confidence in the use of appropriate scientific equipment correctly 
and safely, including the use of ICT to collect and display data. 

 

 To develop a respect for all living things and the environment and an 
understanding of their interdependence. 
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 To develop an ability to understand and interpret scientific information 
presented in verbal, mathematical, diagrammatic or graphic form and 
translating such information from one form to another. 
 

  
 
Design Technology  
 

  
what they like and dislike when designing and making; 

 

  
their ideas; 

 

 Develop their capability to create high quality products through combining 
their designing and making skills with knowledge and understanding;  

 

  
a product, whilst following safe procedures; 

 

 to explore attitudes towards the made world and how we live and work 
within it; 

 

 
manufacture, and their contribution to our society; 

 
 
Geography 

 To enable children to develop their knowledge and understanding of the world 
they live in through investigation of that world. 

 

 To gain a perspective in which children can place local, national and 
international events. 

 

 To enable children to work geographically in a range of contexts, using a wide 
variety of materials and equipment. 

 

 to enable children to know and understand environmental problems at a local, 
regional and global level; 

 

 To gain understanding of the processes that have produced pattern and 
variety on the Earth’s surface and those which can bring about change. 

 

 To become acquainted with a variety of maps, including large scale local 
maps, and be able to apply skills of map-reading and making, interpretation of 
globes and atlas maps, and to identify geographical features. 

 
 
History 

 To help pupils develop historical knowledge and understanding, and to 
foster in children an interest in the past and to develop an understanding 
that enables them to enjoy all that history has to offer. 

 



 

 Page 10 30/06/2016 

 To enable children to know about significant events in British history and 
to appreciate how things have changed over time; 

 
 

 
 

 To introduce pupils to historical inquiry through studying historical events 
asking questions and problem solving. 

 

 To develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, 
evaluation and presentation. 

 

 To help pupils develop a sense of chronology 
 

 To help pupils interpret History using a variety of sources 
 

 To help pupils gain an understanding that the society in which pupils live 
has been shaped by past developments. 

 

 To develop the ability to communicate historical knowledge in oral, written 
and visual forms using appropriate vocabulary and techniques. 

 
 
ICT 

 To develop ICT capability in finding, selecting and using information; for 
example, searching the Internet or databases. 

 

 To use ICT for effective and appropriate communication; for example, 
Word processing, publishing and presentations. 

 

 To monitor and control events, both real and imaginary; for example, 
control, sensing and use of the Roamer. 

 

 To apply their ICT skills and knowledge to their learning in other areas; 
 

 To explore their attitudes towards ICT and its value to them and society in 
general. For example, to learn about issues of security and personal 
safety, confidentiality and accuracy. 

 
 
Music 

 know and understand how sounds are made and then organised into musical 
structures; 

 

 know how music is made through a variety of instruments; 
 

 know how music is composed and written down; 
 

 know how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for which it was 
written; 

 

 develop the interrelated skills of performing, composing and appreciating 
music; 
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 enjoy and appreciate a wide variety of musical styles; 
 

 make and quantify judgements about the quality of music; 
 


